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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
HANNA KIM, UNITED STATELESS
Hanna Kim is an artist and a designer who is committed to working
on issues of human rights and social justice. She focuses on the
intersection of design and policy. She took the issue of
statelessness to heart upon learning about it in class. Knowing the
importance of history and the impact of narrative, Kim has
dedicated her work to envisioning justice and humanity for those
rendered invisible. She recently published Shapeless Shapes with
the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion — a graphic novel that
translates the complexity of statelessness into a friendly but
provocative visual language. Kim received a Bachelor of Fine Arts
from the Maryland Institute College of Art and a Master in Design
Studies from the Harvard Graduate School. She is currently a Soros
Equality Fellow and a nonresident fellow at Harvard University’s
Hutchins Center for African and African American Research.

KARINA AMBARTSOUMIAN-CLOUGH,
UNITED STATELESS
Karina Ambartsoumian-Clough is of Armenian and Ukrainian
descent born in the former Soviet Union. Karina came to the U.S as
a minor as a stateless person and currently, a DACA recipient
Karina is residing in sanctuary with her husband in Philadelphia,
PA.

EKATERINA E., UNITED STATELESS
Ekaterina came to the US as a high school exchange student from
the newly independent (formerly Soviet) Uzbekistan at age 16. Still
considered a citizen of the Soviet Union - a country which no longer
exists - she has been living as a stateless person in the US for
nearly two decades. Ekaterina is an entrepreneur and an artist
currently based in California.

DANAH ABDULAZIZ, UNITED STATELESS
Danah Abdulaziz was born stateless in Kuwait and migrated to
the U.S at 3 years old. Ms. Abdulaziz is currently residing in
NYC, pursuing a degree in business administration and working
in the e-commerce industry.

NIKOLAI LEVASOV, UNITED STATELESS
Nikolai Levasov is a Russian stateless person from Estonia and
later, lived stateless for a decade in the U.S.. Nikolai graduated
from Lehman College with a Bachelor in Business Administration
and has completed the Statelessness Summer Course 2017
organized by the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion at
Tilburg University.

ELENA PRIEDANE, UNITED STATELESS
Elena Priedane was born in the USSR in 1951. With the
collapse Elena lost her citizenship in 1991 and is stateless.
Elena lives in NYC.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
LAURA BINGHAM, OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION
Laura Bingham is the senior managing legal officer for equality and inclusion in the Open
Society Justice Initiative. Bingham leads the program’s work on equality and
nondiscrimination, focusing on access to effective remedies for structural discrimination in
Europe, and on the right to nationality and access to documentation of identity, comprising
litigation, legal empowerment, research, and advocacy worldwide. She has worked to
achieve important judgments on arbitrary deprivation of nationality in Africa and challenges
to segregated education and forced evictions in Europe.Prior to joining the Open Society
Foundations, Bingham practiced international civil litigation and arbitration, served as a law
clerk in U.S. federal district court, and held positions at the UN International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda and the U. S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division. She also
designed and conducted field research on judicial independence, community empowerment,
and international justice in Senegal. Bingham has taught and published in the fields of
international justice, strategic litigation, citizenship, and statelessness and is an adjunct
faculty member in New York University’s MS program in global affairs.

LINDSAY JENKINS, UNHCR
Lindsay Jenkins is a Protection Officer with the Protection and Solutions Unit of the
U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Regional Office in Washington, D.C.
Her work covers a range of protection issues in the United States, including the
response to forced displacement in and from the North of Central America, capacitybuilding, access to asylum, detention/ alternatives to detention for asylum-seekers and
statelessness. In 2013, Lindsay completed a short-term assignment with UNHCR
Lebanon, where she assisted in setting up a temporary humanitarian admissions
program for Syrian refugees. Prior to joining UNHCR, Lindsay provided legal orientation
and representation to adults and families held in U.S. immigration detention. She holds
a joint JD/MA degree in Law and International Affairs from American University and a
BA in Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia. Her pre-law career includes service
as a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer in Honduras. She speaks
Spanish and is a member of the New York Bar.

DAVID BENNION, FREE MIGRATION PROJECT
David Bennion is a practicing immigration attorney and executive director of Free
Migration Project, a nonprofit organization based in Philadelphia. Free Migration
Project represents immigrant clients, provides legal support and training to
organizers and advocates, engages in public education and outreach, litigates in
the public interest, and advocates for fair and open immigration laws.

EDAFE OKPORO, RDJ REFUGEE SHELTER
Hi, I’m Edafe Okporo, I was born in Warri, Nigeria, and I currently reside in New York
City. I’m a writer and my memoir, BED26 was published in 2018. I’m a business man and
the Executive Director of RDJ Refugee Shelter In Harlem. I self identify as a gay man
which led to my displacement in 2016. I am now a refugee of the United States of
America. I founded The Pont LLC, a full service media company helping brands tell their
stories and empowering communities through storytelling.

CATHERINE HARRINGTON, WOMEN'S REFUGEE COMMISSION
Associate Director for the Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights, a coalition of UN
Agencies, international, regional and local NGOs, academics and civil society partners,
housed within the Women's Refugee Commission. Catherine previously worked at
Women's Learning Partnership, a partnership of women's and human rights organizations
which advances women's leadership and political participation, and advocates for
women's rights including nationality rights and citizenship. She holds a Master of Science
in Global Affairs from New York University

DR. STEPHANIE LOPEZ, UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL DE COLOMBIA
Renown researcher and practitioner Dr. Stephanie Lopez is currently a adjunct professor
at Universidad Nacional de Colombia where she leads the Migration and Forced
Displacement Research Working Group. She is also affiliated to the International
Migrations Observatory at Universidad Externado de Colombia focusing on migration
policy. In her later work, Dr. Lopez advocated and advised the Colombian government in
issues such as return, forced migration and migration governance, touching upon the
emerging issue of statelessness in Colombia.

2019 MIGRATION WORKING GROUP SYMPOSIUM

SCHEDULE
OF EVENTS
12:30

REGISTRATION & LUNCH
Columbia School of International and
Public Affairs (IAB) Room 1501

1PM

WELCOME
SIPA's Migration Working Group

1:15PM

INTRODUCTION
Hanna Kim, United Stateless | Book Launch, "Stateless Shapes"

1:45PM

BRIGHT EMBERS: HUMANIZING STATELESSNESS
Statelessness is a largely unknown, underreported and underrepresented issue in
the United States. Stateless people are living unrecognized, unprotected and many
have no path to citizenship in any country. This presentation by United Stateless
members will feature individual stories to reveal the complex scenarios that lead to
this bureaucratic disease

3PM LIGHTING THE TORCH: CITIZENSHIP, RIGHTS AND
THE LAW
In a state-centric international system, the term “stateless” defines a lacking
relationship between a state and a citizen. This discussion will examine political
theory and legal policies and frameworks that exist to allow statelessness to happen,
where international and national legal change is needed, and what can be done.

5:00PM

LUMINARIES OF CHANGE: ADVOCACY & ACTIVISM
FOR RIGHTS
Social change is like a symphony, relying on the distinct roles of many to amplify
the sound. In this panel, local & global activists discuss their advocacy & rightsbased work to change the conversation on refugee rights and statelessness.

6:30PM CLOSING & CELEBRATION

